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The purpose of the apostolic church and apostolic leadership is critical to the 

mission and structure of the church today in order to meet the mission Christ has assigned 

to both the Apostles as well as the Saints.  In order to make this statement regarding the 

Christian mission clear, one must first be aware of the mission.  The mission we as the 

children of God have been given is expressed in Matthew 24:19-20 which states, “Go ye 

therefore and teach all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to understand all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you and lo I am with you always even until the end of the world.”1  This is 

the mission Christ gave but it hinges on man receiving the Comforter or Helper that 

Christ mentions he will send in Matthew 24.  The comforter that he is referring to is the 

Holy Spirit.


In order to fulfill this requirement, Christ initiates a responsibility to the disciples 

to go out and teach his word in the world.  Once this is accomplished, those who share 

the same beliefs will come together to establish what we call the church.  The critical 

thing about this is that with the Holy Spirit present it becomes more than just a church but 

an apostolic church.  Before going any further, one must first have a complete understand 

as to what is an apostle and what is a church.  The term Apostle was originally given to 

the twelve disciples that were in close relationship with Jesus.  The term means sent out.2  

The Apostles were sent out from Jerusalem to spread the gospel of the kingdom.  The 

way that they were enabled to do this was through the power of the Holy Ghost, which 

they received at Pentecost as expressed in Acts 2.  At that time, “Jews, devout men, from 

every nation under heaven, were gathered together at Jerusalem, to keep the Feast of 

Pentecost, which is also called The Feast of Weeks.  This was one of three holy seasons 

in which God required His people to appear before Him in the place, which He had 

chosen as declared in Deuteronomy 16:16. 3 Many devout men that were present were 

converted to the Christian movement due to what they saw or heard, to believe the 

Gospel. After this significant event, The Apostles went forth “into all the world,” as their 

Master had commanded them.4  Without the Holy Spirit, they would not have been able 

to accomplish this task.  They were predestined to wait until this appointed time before 

presumptuously trying to do the will of God, as they perceived it to be under their own 

accord.  The Holy Spirit had to arrive and be given to them so that they would totally 

operate in the Will of God as they went out to spread the gospel to the 

world.  This particular promise of the Holy Spirit was given unto an Old Testament 

prophet named Joel.  As stated in Joel 3:28-29, the scripture reads, “In the last days, God 

shall pour out his spirit upon all flesh, sons and daughters shall prophesy and old men 

shall dream dreams.”5  This was a prophecy referring to the deliverance of the Holy Spirit 

at Pentecost.  To confirm this statement, the Apostle Peter states in Chapter 2 of Acts that 

this scripture has been fulfilled after the outpouring of the Spirit has occurred.6  

The church is the second factor to the mission passed to man by Christ.  Many 

people have one belief or another regarding the meaning or definition for the church.  In 

today’s terminology, the church would be defined as a place of worship or a place of 

gathering in order to express or practice a religious belief among others sharing the same 

beliefs.  The true and original meaning for the church is a group of believers that are 

called out.7  It never referred to a place or building but to individuals that belong to 

Christ.  With this in mind, the Pentecost experience for man brings into focus that 

Christ’s goal for his people was to become a church because as we are added to the realm 

of salvation, we become automatic members of a called out group.  We are separated 

from the rest of the world because we have become willing slaves to Christ.  So, as more 

and more people here the gospel and accept Christ, they become part of his church not a 

physical building.

The beginning of the apostolic church occurred in Corinth at the day of Pentecost.  

For those unaware of the meaning of Pentecost, it means 50th day.  Fifty days after 

Christ’s ascension, the outpouring of the spirit came upon man.  What is interesting is 

that Pentecost also brought in the concept of all cultures and nationalities can be gathered 

together in one place to praise and worship God through the spirit.  When this occurs, an 

atmosphere of fellowship has occurred.  Another interesting point is that the starting of 

the church was initiated through the apostles and to this day, churches follow a scriptural 

beginning due to the fact that God continues to use natural apostles and prophets to 

continue to begin churches. Scripture has referred to the church to in three different 

forms for the average person to relate it to their life.  The first description of the church is 

as a building portrayed in 1 Corinthians 3:9.8  As we become involved in the body of 

Christ by giving our souls to him in servitude, we become a spiritual representation of a 

building.  The main point however is that we are just a building without any 

specifications or should we say furniture.  As babes in Christ, we have no sustenance 

sowed into us so we are empty to begin with.  The next description of the saints as a 

church is the comparison to a temple in 2 Corinthians 6:16-18.9  Once we are exemplified 

as buildings, we will grow into a form of holiness.  As we mold into a new form of 

holiness, our structure will change to represent a temple.  As a temple, we grow from a 

barren building forms into a holy and recognized building form that can be seen by many.  

We look different from other buildings as well.  The next illustration of the church is as a 

human body as it is spoken of in Romans 12:45.10  Paul refers to the saints as becoming a 

living organism in the body of Christ and acknowledges that there are many people who 

are members of this body or organization and they hold many titles and responsibilities to 

the organization.11  Above all, each body part or member still belongs to one ultimate 

organization no matter where they are or who they think that they belong to as a small 

organization. Christ still is the authority over the entire body that has been illustrated. 

A factor that is very critical to the beginning of the apostolic church at Pentecost is who 

was responsible for establishing the church.  Many individuals are not aware of how the 

churches began but by scripture, they were begun by Apostles and Prophets.  When one 

reads Ephesians 2:19-22, they will discover that Christ is the cornerstone of all churches 

but he utilized Apostles and Prophets to begin churches.12  Once the church was started, 

the apostle would choose officers for the church and would lay hands on them in order to 

put them in place as leaders over the church.  This event was referred to in scripture as a 

consecration.  Some churches today refer to this concept as ordination.  Once the laying 

on of hands was completed the saints were sent out to lead the church. This is a critical 

factor necessary to do with the starting of churches in the body of Christ due to the laying 

on of hands was symbolic to the passing of the Holy Spirit from one individual to 

another.13  As expressed in the New Testament, Peter and Paul did this on occasions so 

that the Spirit was present with any movements of apostleship to establish churches. 

The first recognized council in the church’s history is described in Acts 25.  The 

Apostles met in Jerusalem to see how far Gentile converts should be subject to the 

law of Moses.  The Apostles, when they finally reach their decision, spoke in Acts 

15:28,”It seems right to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than 

necessary,” relating to leadership.14 The problem however is that no one had authority  

passed to them to be responsible for a movement recognized as the church.  Now became 

a concern for the Apostles regarding establishment of church structure. The structure of 

the church is mainly based off of the Apostle passing the Holy Spirit to the leadership of 

the church.  As stated previously, the concept of consecration or ordination was 

established at the day of Pentecost.  In Old Testament scripture, leadership was anointed 

with oil, such as King David by the prophet Samuel but since Christ sent the Holy Spirit 

to empower us, we now operate in the power he has passed to us.  Scripture states that all 

power in both heaven and earth have been given unto him and he in turn passes it to us 

through the apostles and the apostles passed it on to everyone they seen fit to give it to.15  

So, we must understand that the apostolic church is started by the apostle and sustained 

with leadership consecrated with the power of the Holy Spirit. As the apostle of the 

church, God has emplaced an overseer or a chief apostle of the spiritual church, which is 

entitled Bishop.  The Bishop is primarily a chief apostle or one responsible for the 

spiritual growth of the members in teaching of a sound biblical doctrine. History tells us 

that the task of the universal episcopate or bishop is to seek insights into the mysteries 

and to apply the evangelical teaching to practical situations. They can do this because “it 

pleases the Holy Spirit,” who will not fail to grant them the necessary energy.16  The 

bishop is understood in many faiths as having two-fold authority. This authority includes 

the power to sanctify, which means the dispensing of the sacraments and ordaining 

priests as well as the authority to govern the faithful.17 The Bishop is also a spiritual 

father over the vessels that are a part of that particular body in Christ.  The Bishop is also 

responsible for overseeing all the other offices in the church, which have been portrayed 

by the scripture as the five fold ministry in Ephesians 4:11.18  The offices that are 

observed by the bishop are Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers.19  One 

must understand the difference in the ministerial titles in the apostolic church. The term 

Bishop is not a God-given title as a position of leadership in the church.  Churches were 

started by apostles but these apostles are called Chief-Apostles meaning they are the 

senior leaders or overseers of the church.  Man gives these overseers another title, 

this is called Bishop.  Bishop is translated from the Greek word Presbytery, which 

means one who is responsible for churches.20  Bishops are duty bound to be loyal to the 

Holy Spirit and are obligated to nourish themselves through the Spirit of God.  They are 

required to obey human laws and ordinances in the church, and must seek fresh insights 

into Christian mysteries and seek new ways to bring the gospel to those who hunger and 

thirst after righteousness sake.21  These are the ways that the bishop can render authentic 

service to Jesus, Peter and all the successors.  Other recognized positions of leadership in 

the church is Elders and Deacons, which are consecrated into their position by their 

Apostle or Bishop.22  These two offices have primary function of keeping the church in 

balance when it comes to organization of layette.  The balance is needed in order to keep 

central leadership from becoming power hungry and making demands on the body of 

Christ that is not scriptural.  This concept was exemplified through the elder Diotrephes 

in 3rd John 9.  The balance is also critical to the survival of the church because without it, 

division may occur due to evil spirits being in fellowship with the church.


Now we must take a moment to see what the purpose of the church was and still 

is today. First, we must look at the mission that Christ gave to every believer before 

ascending to heaven.   He stated, “Go ye therefore and teach all nations of me baptizing 

or immersing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, 

teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you and low I am with 

you always.”23  Many people today think of the church as a worldwide organization, but 

it has a totally different purpose as displayed in scripture.24 The greatest task of the 

church is to preach and teach the good news of the risen Lord and what he has done for 

us by dieing on a wooden cross for our sins.  The next mission is for the church to give 

Christ to the world freely as expressed in Ephesians 1:22-23.  A third mission given to us 

is the fact that we understand that Christ has authority over us as clearly covered and 

illustrated in Colossians 1:18.  The church has to have a clear understanding as to whom 

they belong to in their life.  A final mission is to know that the church will grow daily as 

deemed by God in his scriptures.  During the formation years of the church it was subject 

to receiving mass persecution.  The Roman Empire caused years of persecution to come 

upon the church and many martyrs were recorded in history for the struggles they went 

through.  To this day, many believe that the church was not only founded by the blood of 

Christ but also by the blood of the saints who were martyred for the church.25 Martyrdom 

still exists in the church as well under a different name and form.  One would recognize 

this when addressing the monastic life.  As the faith of those who believe on God 

increases, many will be added to the church on a daily basis. This point of view is clearly 

expressed in scripture when one reviews Acts 2:42-47.  We must remember that there are 

many physical church building but there will always be one church in Christ.
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